
                          

    

   

 

 

 

                         

 

Inspiring Everyone to Shine                                

                             Small schools, big aspirations; branching out for learning 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
   

Executive Head Teacher: Ruth Noall 
Head of School: Tania Rorison 

Shoscombe Church School, St Julian’s Road, Shoscombe, Bath BA2 8NB 
01761 432479 

office@shoscombeprimary.co.uk 
www.shoscombeprimary.co.uk 

 
Co Funded by the 

Erasmus+ Programme 
of the European Union 

 

 
4th November 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to reassure you of all the measures we are taking in school to keep children and staff safe, and 
to let you know of any changes we will make this term in light of the new national lockdown. Although this 
is a national lockdown, the prime minister has said that schools will remain open as the risk to children 
missing their education is greater than the risks posed by being in school. Therefore, we expect every child 
to be in school unless they are displaying any symptoms of Covid-19 or other illness that would normally 
prevent a child from attending school. 

Firstly, please be reassured that the safety and wellbeing of our school community is and has always been 
our main concern. Frequent handwashing, social distancing and other precautions have been in place since 
June and will continue to be observed. These measures are making a difference and are helping to keep the 
risk of transmission in our schools reduced. Thank you for your support in reminding children of these 
measures and insisting that they observe them.  

We have evaluated our Risk Assessment and from this term will make the following changes: 

1. Smaller bubbles 

Last term we allowed children to play in key stage bubbles. This term we will return to four bubbles at all 
times. In practice this means that your child will learn, play and eat only with children from their own class. 
We will return to four outside zones and the children will be rotated between each area for playtimes. We 
will spread out the play equipment so that every zone has sufficient toys and equipment to keep children 
busy and happy. Staff will continue to work only with one bubble. 

2. Wrap-around care in bubbles 

We will maintain four bubbles in the Breakfast Club. Each bubble will have a table in the hall and their own 
resources that they will be able to use.   After School club has far fewer children and the majority of the 
time the children using the club come from one bubble. When children from other Bubbles attend After 
School club we will encourage the children to play separately and outside. 

3. Increasing ventilation and time spent outdoors 

We will be making every effort to maintain our high levels of ventilation inside, increasing it whenever 
possible. It is cold in our classrooms so we ask that children come to school in our Friday uniform of jogging 
bottoms and school hoodies. Please ensure also your child has an extra jumper in school each day. In 
addition we will ensure that children are taken outside for play or fresh air at least once every hour. This 
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will also allow fresh air to ‘flush through’ the classrooms. To maintain bubbles we will be using the grass 
areas all winter so please make sure your children have wellies at school and appropriate waterproofs.  

4. Strictly enforced spaces for each bubble, including at lunch time 

By increasing to four bubbles we will no longer be able to share any indoor spaces between bubbles. This 
means that all children will eat their lunch in their classrooms. Although there will be no restriction on 
ordering a cooked meal, please be advised that these will be served to all children in foil tins. We advise 
you as far as possible to send a packed lunch as this is easier for children when eating in their classes. 

5. All staff and parents to wear masks when in communal areas or at pick up and drop off 

Our staff already regularly wear masks and visors when working with small groups of children or when 
close to children. This will now increase and include all communal areas such as the hall and corridors. 
Primary aged children are still not advised to wear masks by the government.  

This term we have decided to make it compulsory for all parents and carers to wear masks when dropping 
children to school or collecting them. Parents will only be allowed onto site if they are dropping off nursery 
aged children or if they have a pre-arranged appointment or arrangement.  

As last term, please spend the minimal amount of time on school grounds or by the school gates as 
possible. Please arrive on time for your child’s start and finish time – children arriving early or late cause 
additional congestion. Please send siblings in together so you are able to return home promptly. As far as 
possible please can only one parent or carer drop off and collect and please do not stop to chat.  Please can 
Chestnut children come onto the playground to collect their children at the end of the day as this eases the 
transition. 

6. Equipment and bags 

No changes will be made with regards to reading books, equipment or bags. Please return reading diaries 
and finished reading books every Friday. They will be reissued to children every Monday. Please complete 
set homework as directed by the class teacher, uploading photos of this to Dojo when complete. Teachers 
will then give feedback to the children through Dojo or verbally in class. 

Please can children only bring a bag to school if it is essential. Lunch boxes are stored on shelves in the 
classroom and books only come into school on Fridays. Bags are not banned, but we have very tight 
cloakrooms and so the fewer bags we have in school the easier it is for children to maintain distance in the 
cloakrooms. Therefore, please consider very carefully if your child’s bag is essential that day or not. If 
essential, then that is absolutely fine; we don’t want children to be juggling loose items when a bag is 
necessary! 

7. Curriculum 

We will continue to prioritise our children’s mental health and well-being within our Recovery Curriculum. 
Essential and core skills will be our main focus for learning. Please continue to support your child to read 
daily, practice their spellings and maths facts and complete any homework set. This term normally sees a 
lot of extra-curricular activities linked to Children in Need, Remembrance, Anti-Bullying Week, Advent and 
Christmas. We will endeavour to mark these events albeit in different ways to normal. We will also be 
trying to teach in a different way this term to reduce teacher talk time and 1:1 contact. Please be reassured 
that our teachers are brilliant and will ensure that this does not adversely impact the quality of education 
we offer. Unfortunately, we need to cancel swimming for Sycamore Class until the end of the lockdown 
period. Outside agencies will still be supporting school and will adhere to our risk assessment.  

If a child is unable to attend school because they are waiting for a test or due to a bubble shutting in 
response to a case of Covid-19, as outlined in our previously shared contingency plan we will send work 
home on dojo. This work should be uploaded to dojo portfolio each day for the teachers to mark. It is vital 
that children who are well complete this home learning as it ensures they keep up with the class and do not 
fall further behind. 
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8. Communication 

Although our ‘open door’ policy is somewhat restricted at the moment, please remember that we are 
always there for you if you need us. Please contact teachers via Dojo or an email to the office. We will 
always get back to you and are very happy to call you for a chat.  

9.  Virtual Open events 

In the current circumstances we are unable to give tours to any prospective parents. As we appreciate what 
a big decision this is for parents we have prepared a short proportional video and are offering virtual ‘meet 
and greet’ events with the Early Years team. If you know someone who would be interested in this please 
refer them to the school website and the school office. 

 
Once again, we thank you for your continued support in these difficult times. We understand that this time 
of uncertainty can put a lot of strain on families in many ways and some families may find themselves 
under pressure from worries over health or financial strain.    Please do contact Mrs Noall or Mrs Rorison if 
we can help you in any way.  

Summary 

• 4 Bubbles instead of two 

• Lunch in Classes 
• Breakfast and After School Club to continue 

• Friday uniform every day and bring extra layers 
• Wellies and waterproofs needed everyday 

• Parents to wear masks at drop off 
• No Swimming 

• Outside Agencies will continue to work at school 
• Please email, dojo or phone with any concerns. 
• If isolating work will be sent home on Dojo and the child’s work should be uploaded onto Dojo 

Portfolio for the teacher to mark. 

 Kind regards 

 

 
Tania Rorison and Ruth Noall 
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