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Fantastic Hands-on learning
Upcoming Events
February 2020
th
12 : Chestnut Class Sharing Assembly. 2:45pm
th
13 : OPAL Play Project Café 9.00 am
14th: end of Term 3
24th: Term 4 starts
th
25 : Pancake races
March 2020
th
5 : World Book Day
8th – 12th: Erasmus visit to Ireland
th
9 : Science Week and Sports Relief Week
th
th
10 March – Sycamore to Souper Tuesday 13 :
Sycamore Class Bath Taps into Science trip
th
20 : Talent Show
th
25 : Synagogue Trip Beech and Sycamore and Dance
Umbrella Beech
th
26 : Sycamore Class Sharing Assembly
st
31 : Easter Egg hunt
st
st
31 March/1 April – Parents’ Evenings
April 2020
st
1 : 9am Easter Service
nd
2 : Oak Class Sharing Assembly
rd
3 : Sycamore Class Orienteering Day
rd
3 : End of term 4

This term every class has been out and about gaining hands-on
experiences to enhance their learning. Parents of the children
in Chestnut Class will be able to learn more about this at their
class sharing assembly next week whilst this newsletter gives
you a flavour of the other learning across the school.

On Thursday morning next week we are holding a forum for
parents to find out more about our exciting new project OPAL
(Outdoor Play and Learning). There will also be an opportunity
to catch up with all our latest developments and plans for the
year ahead.
Everyone is welcome to join us in the hall from 9am.

School timings and site security
Children’s safety is of paramount importance to us so here are a few reminders of how we can work together to keep our
children safe.
* Breakfast Club operates from 7:45am. Children must be delivered to the front door for Breakfast Club and cannot be
dropped off early to wait in the playground as they will not be supervised. We register all children at breakfast club on
their arrival.
.
* Children not at Breakfast Club can arrive at school from 8:30am when a member of staff will be on duty outside.
*The school day starts at 8:45am. Children come straight into class and start learning straight away. Children arriving after
this time are missing out on up to 1 ¼ hours of learning a week.
* Our external gates are locked at 9am. These gates remain locked until 3:10pm. Anyone arriving or leaving between these
times will need to do so via the automatic gate.
* Our carpark is for staff cars and the school minibus/taxi only. Parents using this carpark during drop off and pick up
times presents a risk to anyone using the side gate and the public footpath that leads from the carpark. Please take care
leaving school through this gate or using the Cinder Path.
* St Julian’s Road is narrow and gets busy at school-run times. Please remind your children to stay close to you when
walking to or from the school gates. Please park considerately so traffic can pass your car easily.
* If your child is not at school please phone the school by 9:30am to report this. Please call every day that your child is off
school ill. If you wish to take your child out of school for a medical appointment please collect them via the school office.
Most doctors and dentists will provide you with an appointment that is out of school time.
* If your child attends an after-school club you will need to collect them via the main door. Year 6 pupils can walk home
from school alone through prior arrangement with the school, but this does not apply to after school clubs where all
children need to be collected.

Attendance to date:96.5% The class with the best attendance is Chestnut97.6%
www.shoscombeprimary.co.uk

Changes to After-School Club
From the start of next term our after-school provision will be changing slightly. We will be taking
the provision ‘in-house’. This means slight changes to how you book and pay for the club. Please
book via the school office either in person, by phone or by email. You will be billed at the end of
each week via schoolmoney. When booking please ensure that, as far as possible, you give 24 hours
notice. Should you need to book a place with less than 24 hours notice, you must speak to the
office to confirm that this is possible. As far as possible we will ensure your child can attend with
less than 24 hours notice but this will depend on staffing.
You will still be able to book and pay for the sessions you need as follows:
3:20 – 4:30 = £4
4:30 – 5:00 = £3
5:00 – 5:30 = £3
Children will receive a small snack and will be able to choose from a range of activities from arts
and craft to games, lego and outside play. We are confident that children will continue to have
access to a fun and relaxing after-school club environment whilst you as parents continue to have
access to high quality and affordable childcare.

Curriculum News
Welly Walks in Oak Class

Our youngest children have been making the
most of the warmer and dryer weather to get
out and about on Welly Walks. We have been
noticing the trees and how some of them are
changing because of winter. We are also
investigating the different type of wildlife we are
seeing on our walls. This week provided lots of
talk about a roof being fixed!

Saxon Artefacts in Sycamore Class

Children in Years 5 and 6 welcomed a
visitor this week, archeological consultant
Ian Meadows, to talk to them about the
evidence we have as historians to learn
about the Anglo Saxons. The children were
able to handle Anglo Saxon jewelry that
was over 1000 years old!. They also found
out about the 35 year old servant who was
buried alive with her mistress; the children
saw images of the bones showing how she
resisted!! Overall it was a very insightful
and interesting talk.

Beech Class visit The British Museum

Beech Class were stars at the British
Museum. They learnt about how we can
use science to find out about the past.
The Mummies from the Museum are taken
to UCL hospital and CAT scanned to find
out more about the Mummies and what is
wrapped with them. They are even able to
make 3D prints of amulets that are
wrapped with the Mummies. We also had
fun in the Diana Memorial Playground.
Beech Class run a daily kilometer and
realized this week that we have now run
‘past’ Rome! We are only 100km from
Cairo. Our new Aspirational Target is
reaching the equator in Kenya.

Laughter Yoga and
Children’s Mental Health Week
All this week our children have been given
additional opportunities to think about
and look after their mental health and
well-being. This has included mindful
colouring, breathing techniques and
Laughter Yoga. Our children have also
reflected on how staying fit can benefit
your wellbeing.

Star – gazing in Sycamore Class

Thank you to Mrs Phillips and Mrs Adam
for organizing a fascinating stargazing
event on 20th January. The children were
able to use the schools’ brand new
telescope (free donation!) to search the
night sky for stars and star systems.

Events to look out for….
British Science Week
This year, Science Week runs from 6-15 March and is a ten day celebration of science, technology,
engineering and maths. We have some exciting learning planned within school, but would also love to
offer anyone with expertise in these areas the opportunity to share their knowledge and enthusiasm
with the children.
If you would enjoy being involved, can you please let Mrs Phillips know what you can offer, and if you
think it would best suited to a particular year group.
World Book Day – 5th March

Shoscombe Has Talent
Our House Captains are
organizing a school talent show
on Friday 20th March. Look out
for posters of how you can be
involved. This links to our
values of aspiration and joy
and will hopefully also help
each house earn lots of house
points!





Dress up as your favourite
character.
Come back to school in your PJs at
4.30pm to 5.30pm for a book at
bedtime.
Book shop “Oldfield Park” and
Café for parents after school and
during book at bedtime.

Sports Relief
We will be joining in with the
national fund-raising event of
Sports Relief so start limbering
up now! This will take place
during the week beginning 9th
March.
More details to follow…

Community News

Future Bright works with people to develop their careers. We offer:




A careers coach to help you plan your career and support you to take the next steps
Access to funding for training, equipment and other things you need to start out on
your journey
Support for both the employed and self-employed

From learning new skills to developing your confidence, take action to fulfil your career
aspirations.
To find out if you are eligible and register with us go to www.futurebright.org.uk or call
01225 395555

