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Dear Mum, Dads, and Carers 
I write pending my imminent departure from the 
Church Valley Schools Federation. I have written 
hundreds of letters home to parents over time but 
this is without doubt the most difficult of them all. 
 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as head teacher 
at these wonderful schools. I have welcomed 
thousands of children into the three schools over 
my almost 10 years as head teacher. I have not 
always got things right. Sometimes there is no 
‘right’ but I have always tried to do the best for our 
schools, and our schools have enjoyed immense 
success. 
When I start to reminisce I can recall so much. We 
have enjoyed so much success in so many ways 
with so many children and staff. Hopefully I may 
make ‘old bones’ and then bore people to tears with 
my hundreds of stories about my experiences in the 
three best schools in Bath and North East 
Somerset! 
 

My heart is full of very special memories that will 
stay with me forever. I will miss all of your children 
and all of the staff across the three establishments 
who work so hard to do the very best for the 
children in their care. 
 

A head teacher is only ever a custodian. I know that 
the schools will continue to flourish in the future and 
I wish Mrs Noall, you and your children all the very 
best for a bright and prosperous future. 
Thank you all so much for your friendship, support 
and encouragement. 
 
Jane Gascoigne 
A very proud head teacher of Church Valley 
School Federation 
 

Jane_Gascoigne@bathnes.gov.uk 

shoscombe_pri@bathnes.gov.uk 

 
Thank you to all who were able to support FOSSA 
on Saturday at the Christmas Fayre. I know a huge 

amount of organisation and planning 
went into the whole event. The 
connections between different 
aspects of village life were evident. 
Great to have that community spirit 
at a time of the year where peace 
and good will should be paramount. 

FOSSA support the school in so many ways. This 
year one area they have had huge impact on is 
books. We have been able to 
purchase new reading books for 
the school library and reading 
scheme books for early readers. 
Also the FOSSA team are 
providing a Film event for all the 
children on Friday 15th 
December including lunch! 
Thank you team!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Festival of Light Service 
 

I wanted to say a huge thank you to the group of 
children and parents who attended the service at 
Foxcote on Sunday afternoon, despite the weather! 
The Festival of Light is an atmospheric service 
which really reminds us of the reason for the 
season! The children sang beautifully and 
represented the school so well. Tom Benyon, our 
curate and a colleague, dramatized a story of the 
Fairy on the top of the 
tree and the snowman 
on the tree! It was very 
clever.   
Thank you also to Tom 
for his kind words to me 
and the beautiful 
bouquet of flowers I was 
presented. I was truly 
touched. 

May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the 

shepherds, 
the perseverance of the 

wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph 

and Mary, 



 
Around Christmas time in 
Sweden, one of the biggest 
celebrations is St. Lucia's Day 
(or St. Lucy's Day) on 
December 13th. The 
celebration comes from 
stories that were told by 
Monks who first brought 
Christianity to Sweden 

St Lucia was a young 
Christian girl who was 
martyred, killed for her faith, 
in 304. The most common 
story told about St Lucia is 
that she would secretly bring 
food to the persecuted 
Christians in Rome, who lived 
in hiding in the catacombs 
under the city. She would wear candles on her 
head so she had both her hands free to carry 
things. Lucy means 'light' so this is a very 
appropriate name. 
 

December 13th was also the Winter Solstice, the 
shortest day of the year, in the old 'Julian' Calendar 
and a pagan festival of lights in Sweden was turned 
into St. Lucia's Day. 
 

St. Lucia's Day is now celebrated by a girl dressing 
in a white dress with a red sash round her waist 
and a crown of candles on her head. Small children 
use electric candles but from about 12 years old, 
real candles are used! 
 

The crown is made of Lingonberry branches which 
are evergreen and symbolise new life in winter. 
Schools normally have their own St. Lucia's and 
some town and villages also choose a girl to play 
St. Lucia in a procession where carols are sung. 
 

Matthew Street 
 

Following the letter from Rev. Matthew Street, I 
would like to send our congratulations on his recent 
appointment. I am certain he will be an excellent 
Archdeacon. 
 
I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all the 
governors of Church Valley Schools Federation, but 
to Matthew in particular. Matthew has been a tower 
of strength to me over the last few years, giving his 
time and energy for the good of the Federation. 
Matthew is an inspiration spiritually, emotionally 
and as a manager. He has been an outstanding 
Chair of Governors.   
 
As a governing body, we are preparing for several 
changes and would urge parents, local business 
men and women, village residents to prayerfully 
consider stepping into the role of Chair of 
Governors for our wonderful schools. If you know of 
someone who has the skills to do this, please 
contact our Clerk to Governors as soon as possible. 

 
Once again, congratulations to Matthew on this 
exciting role. We offer our prayers to him, his wife 
Jane and daughter Hannah, as they prepare to take 
on these fresh challenges. 
 

To apply, please visit: 
www.applyforbakeoff.co.uk or 
call / text: 07384 748 225. 
Applications close on Sunday                          
7th January 2018 

 
   Parking – Polite Reminder 

Parking at the side of school is 
reserved for Staff and school taxis. 
Please do not use this space to park, 
even for a short amount of time.  
 

Recently, the minibus, which provides home school 
transport, was unable to access the Cinder path 
next to school due to cars in the lane and at the end 
of the lane. This meant they had to park in front of 
the school on the Yellow Zig Zag lines. There were 
also several other cars who had parked at the front 
to the school gates in addition to this. The area in 
front of school is designated as no parking- Zig  
Zags are no parking zones- so that access is clear 
and visibility when exiting is good.  Many parents 
find parking difficult but do not cause obstructions 
to others or park inconsiderately. Please think 
carefully before you park 

Thank you. 

 
Dogs- Polite 
Reminder 
 
 
 
 
Dogs are not permitted on school grounds at any 
time. Thank you for your support in this matter. 

 
Hair and Uniform 
A reminder that all long hair 
should be tied back using 
bobbles and clips which are 
in line with school colours.  

Pony tails, bunches, plaits are all good. No nail 
varnish should be worn at any time in school. Also 
that school shoes should be being worn and not 
trainers.  

2
nd

 January 2018 will be INSET. Other two dates – 

Monday and Tuesday -  23
rd

 and 24
th

 July 2018 

We raised £110.73 in the Poppy Appeal. Many 

thanks for your generosity 

 
 
 



 
Attendance  
 

Week 
ending 

Robins Owls Kingfishers Eagles 

1/12/17 95% 95.4% 97% 96.7% 

8/12/17 98.9% 96.5% 97.4% 94.8% 

 
 
 
 

Term Dates 
 

14/12/17 Christmas Lunch 
 

Whole School  

15/12/17 Christmas party and 
picnic lunch 

Whole school 

15/12/17 
 

Break up for Christmas Whole School 

2/1/18 INSET Day  

3/1/18 Back to School Whole School 
18/1/18 Viking Day Year 5 and 6 
9/2/18 Break up for half term Whole school 

21/3/18 Year 6 Height and 
Weight 

Year 6 

 

 
Christmas Art Day 

 

Christmas Art – The whole school worked together 
in our mixed age House Teams to create Christmas 
displays for the school hall. All the displays are 
linked to our international Erasmus+ project theme 
of Connections.  

We connected a variety of collage materials to 
create our traditional Nativity scene. The image 
reflects our strong connection to the message of 

the first Christmas . 
 

 
 

Another board shows Christmas traditions from 
Denmark. The Pakkekalender is similar to our 
advent calendar, with a small package or gift, one 
for each day of advent. We decorated 2D ‘nets’ and 
then folded and connected them carefully to make 
the 24 presents.  
 

 

 

We also made Julehjerter  ( Christmas Hearts ) - 
The oldest known pleated hearts were made by 
Danish author Hans Christian Andersen in 1860.  
Last Christmas our Danish Erasmus partner school 
Arden Skole, sent us some Christmas hearts. This 
year we have made our own basic Julehjerter 
designs.  We followed instructions and really 
concentrated to weave together and connect the 
two halves of the template.   
 

 
 
The KS2 Christmas production of Ebenezer, is 
connected to the novel A Christmas Carol by 
Victorian author Charles Dickens. We created this 
display of Victorian carol singers. 

 

 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you to 
visit the link below which will take you our 
Erasmus+ project Connect and Unite Twinspace, 
jointly created and regularly updated by 
Shoscombe, St Julian’s and our partner schools in 
France, Catalonia, Denmark and Greece.   
https://twinspace.etwinning.net/31241/home 

 
Sophie Hampton 

 
 
 
 



 
Bath Abbey Singing 

 

Connections with Bath Abbey and the local 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5/6 gave a fantastic performance of Christmas 
Carols outside Bath Abbey as part of the 

Bath Christmas Market. A number of children sang 
impressive solos and there was a large and very 
appreciative audience. The children have been 

rehearsing for this performance with choirmaster 
Shean Bowers, for several weeks, as part of our 

involvement in Bath Abbey Singing Project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shoscombe's participation in the singing project 
has been jointly funded from our Erasmus+ budget 

and FOSSA. 
Many thanks to all those parents who came along 

to support this event. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to watch the superb performances 
from Friday 1st December at Bath Abbey, please 

click on the link below. 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/31241/pages/page/320392 

 
Sophie Hampton/Karen Berry 

 
 
 
 

 
Reception , Year 1 and Year 2 

 

Robins and Owls Classes brought the Christmas 
Story to life with two fantastic performances of their 
KS1 Nativity, Prickly Hay, set in the stable in 
Bethlehem.    
 

 
 

The children worked very hard to learn their lines, 
and to learn all the songs including some Makaton 
signs. 
 

 
 

A special thanks as always to Mrs Burge and Mrs 
Curtis who work tirelessly to make the production a 
success, sorting our costumes, backdrops, props 
and stage directions.  
 

 
 

We would also like to thank parents and carers for 
being such an appreciative audience, for providing  



 
costumes as needed and for helping children learn 

their lines at home. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Sophie Hampton/Anouska Wheeler 

                                                                                                                                               
Years 3/4/5/6 

 

We have had a very busy end of the term in key 
stage 2, working together to create a magical 
Christmas production.   

 

 

 
We have spent the weeks learning lines, practising 
songs and choreographing dances.  
 

 
 

Every child has given 110% and it truly paid off this 
week at the final performance at the Dragon 
Theatre, a much bigger venue than the children are 
used to performing in. 
 

 
 

The audience almost filled the auditorium and every 
child shone in their individual role, making all of the 
teaching staff who have worked with them, 
extremely proud. Well done to everyone involved.! 
 

Rachel Connew/Karen Berry 
 
Thank you also to parents who have supported us 
with costumes, learning lines, encouragement and 
turning up on the night! One parent sent this (see 

below) which we very much appreciate. 
 

“Tonight's school production was truly 
amazing! The kids performed it so well. They 

were funny, charming and brilliantly 
entertaining. 

I spoke to so many parents who were blown 
away by how good it was. As a parent at 

Shoscombe, I want to say the biggest thank you 
for all the effort that I know so many of the staff 

put in to make this play successful-it is 
MASSIVELY appreciated. It is a huge skill to 
make ALL those children shine, but they did-
from the stage hands, tech to the lead parts. 

What an achievement!” 
 

Tania Rorison 
 



. 
Presentation of gifts to Rose Harries who is 

leaving us after many years at Camerton and 
recently here at Shoscombe. Thank you for all 

she has done. 

 

 
 
 

FOSSA is bringing back the Class Mums! 
 

Effective immediately, each class will have 2 class 
mums. Their main aim is to ‘Rally the troops’! To be 

a ‘go to’ person if you have any questions, a 
friendly face for new families. We are hoping they 
will arrange class get-togethers and take an active 
role in every class being involved with the summer 

fayre! 
 

 
If anyone is interested in becoming a 
class mum, could you please contact 

Louisa Du Rose, Mel Chalfont-Griffiths or 
anyone on FOSSA and let them know. 

Many thanks. 

Class 
Mums 
2017/18 

  

Reception 
and Yr1 

Tracy Hughes TBA 

Yr1 and 
Yr2 

TBA 
 

TBA 

Yr3 and 
Yr4 

TBA 
 

TBA 

Yr5 and 
Yr6 
 

TBA TBA 

 

6, M: 07538 002 041 
  

 

 

 

 

Shoscombe Multi-Sport 

Extravaganza 2018 
  

For school years 3-6 

 

Tuesdays after school from January 9th - 

March 20th 2018 (10 sessions) 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

 

Venue: Shoscombe Primary School 

Cost: Just £3.50 per weekly session 

  

FOOTBALL, BASKETBALL, NETBALL, 

TAG RUGBY, CORE STABILITY, SPEED 

& AGILITY AND MUCH MORE 

A TROPHY WILL BE AWARDED EACH 

WEEK FOR 'PLAYER OF THE WEEK' 

 

Dates: Jan 9, 16, 23, 30, Feb 6, 20, 27, Mar 

6, 13, 20 

 

Payment: Cheques for £31.50 (1 week is 

free) made payable to ‘Mr J Solly’ can be 

left with the school office or given to Jon 

Solly at school. 

 

Contact: jisolly@hotmail.com or text 

07813 122160 for more details 
 


