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29TH November 2016 
Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 
 

There is so much going on in the next few weeks 
with performances and preparations for Christmas! 
The time will fly by very quickly. Sunday 27th 
November was Advent Sunday. It is a time in the 
Church’s year to reflect and think about what is 
coming up. It is supposed to be time to prepare, but 
not really about buying presents and food; it is time 
to prepare our hearts and minds for the wonderful, 
awesome arrival of the baby who is God’s son. 
Advent means ‘the coming’ of something.  
Christians have FOUR Sundays to get ready to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth. The first Sunday of Advent is 
the beginning of the Christian Church's year. 
The wreath is a circle to show that Gods love  goes 
on and green to show new hope. 
 

 The four outer candles are for the four Sundays of 
Advent 

• The Candle of HOPE  

• The Candle of PEACE 

• The Candle of LOVE  

• The Candle of JOY 

A fifth candle is lit in the middle to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. 
I do hope that you all find some time for 
yourselves in the excitement of Christmas so 
that you can really celebrate. 
Thank you to all the staff for the additional time 
given to preparing the children for performances 
at the Egg Theatre and for Nativities. I really 
appreciate all the support the parents give to 
school at this time of year in terms of learning 
lines and making costumes.  
Thank you to Mr Chaytor for all the energy and 
time he has given to school since we had a leak 
in the caretaker’s/church storage area. His skills 
and talents have really been appreciated and I 
know that Paul, our caretaker, has been grateful 

for the support during his illness. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Jane Gascoigne 
 

GOVERNING BODY 2016-17: 
 

Rev Matthew Street – Chair 
Sandra Coles and Brian Edwards – Vice Chair 

David Veale, Amanda Downes, Wendy Simmons, 
Tom Benyon, Prakriti Karthauser, Sue Vaughan, 
Jane Gascoigne. Associate Governors – Sue 

Rodford and Tracy Soccorsy 
Jane Gascoigne 

 

Term Dates 

29/11/16 Flu Jabs Years 1, 2 and 3 
 

30/11/16 
 

Christmas Art Day Whole School 

2/12/16 Egg Theatre 
Production 

KS2 Children 

3/12/16 Christmas Fayre 
at school 

All Welcome 

6/12/16 Santa Shop 
 

All children 

9/12/16 Circle Hospital 
Carols 

25 children TBC 

11/12/16 Festival of Light 
Foxcote Carols at 
4.30 p.m. 

All welcome 

12/12/16 Nativity Dress 
Rehearsal 

Reception and 
KS1 

14/12/16 Nativity Evening 
Performance 

Reception and 
KS1 

15/12/16 Christmas Lunch Whole school 
 

16/12/16 FoSSA Lunch 
Party for children 
and end of term. 
2.00 p.m. finish 

 
Whole School 

3/1/17 Back to school Whole  
School 

11/1/17 Mentoring Plus Year 5 and 6 
 

12/1/17 Mentoring Plus Year 5 and 6 
 

 

Attendance  
 
 

Week 
ending 

Robins Owls Kingfishers Eagles 

18/11/16 98.6% 96.7% 93.6% 96.5% 

25/11/16 100% 97.4% 95.6% 98.2% 



 
International Schools Award 

 
As reported in an earlier newsletter our school has 

recently been reaccredited with the Full 
International School Award. On the 10th November 

Mrs Hampton and Mrs Fossaceco travelled to 
Plymouth to a special award presentation event 

organised by the British Council. 
 

 
 

We were also invited to take along a pupil 
representative to collect the award. It was a 

prestigious event with schools from across the 
South West and various speakers. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Three schools were selected to give presentations 
on their work. Finlay spoke really confidently and 
enthusiastically to a packed hall describing our 
recent Erasmus+ visit to Bordeaux. He was an 
absolute credit to Shoscombe School – a real 

international ambassador! 
 

Sophie Hampton 
 

Reception and Year 1 
 
 

 
 

On Children in Need day the children came to 
school in spotty clothes to support the BBC charity 
fundraising appeal. On the day, the class also had 

a visit from Bella’s Dad and their new puppy. 
Although the puppy is not a spotty Dalmatian her 

name is actually Dot ! 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Reception and Year 1 Class have been enjoying 
their new topic on Light and Sound. This week we 
have been focusing on the lights and sounds of the 

circus. Here is an impromptu circus band 
performance! 

 

Sophie Hampton 
 

Year 1 and Year 2 
 

In Year 1 and 2 this term we have been learning 
about habitats in our Science work. In partners we 
designed a woodland home for a small creature! 

 

 
 

We collected natural materials from within the 
School grounds and considered how we would join 

them together and what materials were best for 
each purpose – what would keep their creature 
warm? What would keep their home secure and 

sturdy? 
 

 
Karen Berry 

 

 
Year 3 and 4 

 
 

We are replicating Iron Age houses out of clay and 
are learning about how life might have been for 
people living in this era. We are hoping to create 
our own Iron Hill Fort. 

 

 
 

Yet again, it has been a busy few weeks in 
Kingfisher Class.  We continue to practise 
Shakespeare Rocks, with Year 5/6.  It is certainly 
going to be an amazing show!  Our trip to the 
pantomime, to watch Pinocchio was a fantastic 
opportunity to watch actors in ‘real-life’.   

 

The children continue to 
build upon their knowledge of electricity and have 

spent time building circuits.  First of all, they needed 
to predict if the circuit was going to work and 

explain their reasoning for the answer.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They then made the circuits to see if their 
predications were correct.  It was very interesting 

when the same circuit worked for some and not for 
others. 

 
 

Anouska Wheeler 
 



 
Year 5 and 6 

 
 

 

Year 5 and 6 have been enjoying experimenting 
and exploring materials in an aim to protect their 
precious egg. Please ask them whether their egg 

survived and why. 
 

 
 
 

Allainah Rivers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Watercolour Workshops SPRING 
2017 
Learn the joy of free-flowing watercolours with award-
winning painter Catherine Beale. 
Pool and control rich pigments to create amazing effects 
as water paints for you on a 
tilted board. Complete your painting in small groups with 
art-filled conversation. 
Catherine writes for “The Artist” and is an Associate of 
the Society of Women Artists. 

Misted landscapes 
Tuesday 24th January 10.30 - 3 
£80 (with lunch) 
Introduction to watercolours 

Saturday workshop: 
Saturday 28th January 10.30 - 3 

£80 (with lunch)atercolour 
Portraits 
Wednesday 8th February 10.30 - 4 
(NB later finish time.) £120 (with lunch) 

Winter Tree Silhouettes 
Thursday 9th March 10.30 - 3 
£80 (with lunch) 
More workshop dates will be added to 
www.catherinebeale.com 
including Wylye Valley Art Trail (June) & 
Stourhead Gardens. 
All materials are provided including watercolour 
board and artists’ paints, 
brushes, palettes, mediums etc. Lovely lunch. 
Coffee/tea “on tap”. 
Beautiful, light-filled venue at Ralph Allen 
CornerStone,Combe Down BA2 5HZ 
“thank you for your teaching, you have such patience...I 
am now fired up to continue” 
“...such an enjoyable and informative day. Do keep me 
informed of further courses.” 
“ I found your methods very exciting...(and) was so 
amazed by the 
freedom possibilities of using the paints your way. ” 

Please email for a booking form: 
catherine@catherinebeale.com 

or phone 07891 409490. More at 
www.catherinebeale.com 


