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January 24th 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Learning 
 

Y5 and 6 children have been to Fairfield House, the 
former residence of His Imperial Majesty Emperor 
Haile Selassie I, and Her Imperial Majesty Empress 
Menen Asfaw. 
 
Fairfield House is an English Heritage Grade II 
listed building built between 1840–50 in the city of 
Bath, England.  The property was the home to His 
Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I, Emperor of 
Ethiopia during 1936–41, the five years he spent in 
exile from the invasion of Mussolini’s troops into his 
homeland, then known as Abyssinia. 
Following his return to Ethiopia the Emperor 
bequeathed the house to the city to be used by the 
elderly as a care/support home, though it was first 
used as the ‘Fairfield Home for Babies’ between 
1943 – 1946. Since 1946 the house has been used 
by aged citizens of the city and it remains so to this 
day as the home of Bath Senior Citizens 
Association (BEMSCA). The children were there as 
part of their “School without Walls” project. They 
were talking about safe places with Mentoring Plus 
team members and artist Edwina Bridgeman, who 
have been working alongside them this year. It was 
lovely to hear about the places where they feel 
secure…for some, school, others, books. We all 
have somewhere we can feel very safe. 

 
Office Cover 
 

Due to Mrs Kettle’s absence since breaking her 
wrist over the Christmas holiday, we have been 
fortunate to have cover in the form of Mrs 
Fossaceco and Mrs Wellington. Mrs Annette Harris 
will be taking on some of the cover in the office in 
the coming weeks, as Mrs Kettle is signed off work 
until half term. Please make Mrs Harris welcome. 
Please also be patient with us as we get used to 
systems in the office. 
 

Staffing 
 
Mr Stevens will be continuing on Camerton site until 
at least Friday 10th March due to Miss McKenzie’s 
continued absence. Mrs Berry will be remaining 
with Shoscombe Y1/2 class for this period of time. 

Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding in this matter.  
 

Inconsiderate parking 
 

Once again I have been approached by concerned 
residents.  Recently, an email  was sent out to raise 
a concern about parents blocking residents into the 
carpark at the end of Hamilton Terrace. This is not 
a public carpark, but residents’ parking.  
 

One resident had her car blocked in the area near 
the garages. This particular resident was extremely 
concerned as she is expecting a baby and may 
have to leave to go to hospital at short notice. She 
doesn’t have an issue with parents using the space 
near the garages as long as when the car park area 
is full parents do not block cars in. Parents need to 
find alternative parking. That may mean driving and 
parking at the village hall and walking.  
 

It was also noted that fewer children were using the 
walking bus on a rainy day! This is not helpful 
either.  
 

Please show consideration and think about where 
you are parking…..you may think it is only a minute 
however that is not a reason to block a car in or 
block a drive or park on someone’s grass verge. I 
am certain many of you would be very unhappy if 
this happened to you outside your own home. 
This week on Wellow site, the PSCO was 
monitoring the traffic and the parking in the village. 
He was extremely helpful and was able to put a 
warning notice on a car parked on the crossing 
area near the school. I am very grateful to him and 
his team for supporting the school in making sure 
all our children are safe on arrival and exit from 
school. I am informed that PSCO will be visiting 
Shoscombe in the near future. Please ensure you 
park showing consideration for others. 
 

Lunchtimes 
Wellow site is in need of lunchtime cover. Please 
can you contact the school office if you think you 
could be on a casual contract- £8 per hour. Even if 
you cannot cover every day please get in touch. 
 

Academy Update 
 

I am sure some of you will be wondering how our 
academy application is developing. We had a 
meeting at Writhlington in November for parents to  
 



 
learn more about Dragonfly and ask questions of 
Mark Everett and Damian Knowles. There were a 
few parents from Shoscombe who attended this 
meeting and found it very helpful. They were 
impressed with what they heard. Other parents had 
emailed questions which were responded to. 
Following this I received a call from the DFE 
explaining that our application was on hold. This is 
partly due to the huge number of applications 
received by the DFE but also due to the need for 
Dragonfly to share their growth plan as a new trust 
and to clarify some of their formative structures. I 
know that CEO Damian Knowles had submitted the 
required documentation recently.  We are not likely 
to progress towards academy status in this 
academic year according to DFE advisor. Thank 
you for your continued support and understanding 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/school-closures 

Parents, please go to this website to check the 
status of the school in cold weather.  

Jane Gascoigne 
 
Term Dates 

 

24/1/17 
 

Swimming Gala 1-3.00 
p.m. 

Year 5 and 5 

24/1/17 FOSSA AGM – Apple 
Tree  

All welcome 

27/1/17 Dodgeball Competition 
(UWE) 9.15-12.30 p.m. 

Year 5 and 6 

 
7/02/17 

 
Gymnastics 

Some Year 5 
and 6 children 
 

10/2/17 Break up for half-term Whole school 
 

20/2/17 INSET Day Whole school 
 

21/2/17 
 

Back to school Whole school 
 

28/2/17 
 

Pancake Celebration Whole School 

2/3/17 World Book Day Whole School 
 

 

Attendance  
 

Week 
ending 

Robins Owls Kingfishers Eagles 

13/01/17 90% 87% 95.4% 95% 

20/01/17 96% 96.3% 93.2% 95.9% 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Reception and Year 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
In RE, Reception and Year 1 Class are learning 
about books and stories that are special. Mrs Curtis 
brought in her wedding album that is very special to 
her. There are lots of photos of her family in the 
album. 
 
Mrs Curtis told the class that she was inspired to 
teach because her Mum and Dad (who you can see 
in the photo album) were both teachers.   

 
 

Sophie Hampton 
 

Year 1 and 2 
 

 
 

In R.E. we are thinking about special stories. We 
enjoyed looking at lots of books and sorting them in 
to piles of fiction, non-fiction, picture books, chapter 

books and for lots of other reasons! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Next week we will share our own personal favourite 
book with each other and give reasons why we love 
it! We will then talk about why the Bible is special to 
people and stories from the Bible we like to listen to 
and share. 
 

 
 

We have been very bossy this week in Owls Class! 
We are learning about imperative verbs (bossy 
verbs!) and using them to give instructions. We had 
lots of fun giving instructions like “Jump 5 times” 
and “Clap 10 times” Our favourite was “Spin 20 
times” We were very dizzy!  

 

 
 

Karen Berry 

 
 

Year 3 and 4 
 

The value of our term is ‘Inspiration’.  With this in 
mind, Kingfisher Class and Eagle Class have been 
thinking about who ‘inspires us’.  It was wonderful 
to learn about who inspires the children and we 

have created an amazing display in the hall.  Why 
not pop into the hall and take a look! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In English we have been busy writing an adventure 
story about a character.  We have been looking at  
compound words and our character was an animal 

which had a compound word.   
 

In maths we have investigated different ways to 
complete subtractions, using a counting up frog 
method or expanded column subtraction.  The 

children have also been completing multiplication 
sums using grid method. 

 

Anouska Wheeler 
 

Year 5 and 6 
 

 
 
 

We are really enjoying our Schools without Walls 
project in Year 5/6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
So far we have visited Fairfield House, had 

mentoring lessons and watched Snow Mouse. 
 

 
 

Everyone has worked really well together and we 
are proud to say that some of the people we have 
worked with have commented on our mature 
attitude and what fantastic learners we have here at 
Shoscombe. Well done to everyone in Year 5/6 for 
such a brilliant start to the project. 

 

 
 

Allainah Rivers 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Sent out as an email on Monday 9th January: 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
This year, Years 1 and 2 and Years 5 and 6 will be 
taking part in the Dance Umbrella Performance on 
WEDNESDAY 29TH MARCH. There will be ONE 
ticket per child at a cost of £7.00 each. I have 
opened a payment page on Teacher to Parent for 
you to pay online which would be the preferred 
method of payment. However, if this not possible 
for you, you may pay in cash or by cheque (both in 
a named envelope please). The deadline for 
payment is Friday 13th January (this Friday) and 
any unpurchased tickets will then be available (for 
parents who would like more than one ticket) to 
purchase from Monday 16th January on a first 
come first served basis. Further tickets will be 
available from 25th January from Ticketline via 
www.bathforum.co.uk or telephone 0844 888 9991 
(max 4 tickets per booking). Call costs are 7p a 
minute plus your phone company's charge. They 
will also be £7.00 per ticket plus a delivery charge. 
Tickets CANNOT be purchased direct from the 
Forum.  
Nearer the time we will send out details of music 
and costumes etc. but we wanted to give you these 
details as the tickets sell out very, very quickly! 
 

Regards, 
 
Jean Fossaceco 
 
 


